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Abstract Two new subspecies of Variimorda miyarabi NOMURA are described 
from Taiwan and Yonaguni-jima Island, Yaeyama Group of the southern Ryukyus, under 
the names of K miyarabi chujoi subsp. nov. and V miyarabi michioi subsp. nov., respec- 
tively. 


The lineage of Variimorda miyarabi Nomura is characterized by the basal and 
apical yellowish fasciae of the elytra, though the basal one is separately V-shaped at 
suture, the slender pygidium, the 8th sternite with slenderly bilobed projection at the 
apex, slender parameres of the male genitalia, and sclerotized branch of the right para- 
mere with very long apical margin in inner view. It inhabits Taiwan to the central 
Ryukyus, and comprises  miyarabi NOMURA, 1962 from Amami-Oshima Island of 
the central Ryukyus, V kurosawai TAKAKUWA, 2001 from the Yaeyama Islands of the 
southern Ryukyus and V. sp. (TAKAKUWA, 2001) from Taiwan. These three species are 
easily distinguished by the elytral maculations. 

One of the authors, Tsuru fortunately collected strange specimens of this lineage 
from Yonaguni-jima of the westernmost Yaeyama Islands in 2004. In our detailed 
study of the lineage, it became clear that they certainly have a close relationship to V. 
sp. from Taiwan, and furthermore, that Taiwanese undescribed one has very similar 
characteristics to V miyarabi though the dorsal maculations are considerably different 
from each other. We are going to describe Taiwanese and Yonaguni specimens as new 
subspecies of V miyarabi, respectively, in the present paper. 

Before going further, we wish to express our deep gratitude to Dr. Shthei 
Nomura of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo, for loaning of type 
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specimens of Variimorda. Deep thanks are also due to Dr. Y. KomtyA of Tokyo and Mr. 
T. HATAYAMA of Osaka for supplying us with valuable materials used in this paper. 

This short paper is dedicated to the memory of the late Prof. Dr. Michio CHUJO, 
formerly of the Faculty of Liberal Art & Education of Kagawa University, Takamatsu, 
who had much contributed to the progress of taxonomic study of the Asian Mordelli- 
dae, especially in Taiwan and Japan. 


Variimorda miyarabi chujoi subsp. nov. 
(Figs. 2, 10-16) 
Variimorda sp.: TAKAKUWA, 2001, Elytra, Tokyo, 29: 313, 314. 


Closely allied to the nominotypical subspecies, but differs from it in the following 
respects: antenna narrower especially in apical 3—4 segments; large blackish macula- 
tion of pronotum clear; apical yellowish mark of elytron deeply emarginate in front 
and behind; pygidium slenderer; membranous piece of right paramere simple in shape, 
right margin almost straight. 
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Figs. 1-3. Habitus of Variimorda miyarabi subspp. —— 1, V. mivarabi mivarabi, 6, holotype; 2, V mi- 
yarabi chujoi subsp. nov., 3, holotype; 3, V. miyarabi michioi subsp. nov., 3, holotype. 
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Type series. Holotype: 5, Mizuho, E. Taiwan, 15—VI-1972, H. Yokoyama leg. 
Paratypes: same locality as the holotype: 1d, 20—VI-1972, T. HatayAMA leg.; 19, 
20-VI-1972, H. YOKOYAMA leg.; 12, 20-VI-1972, T. KAMAKARI leg.; 1°, Kenting 
Park, S. Taiwan, 25—IV—1975, S. IMASAKA leg.; 18, 19, Mt. Tayuan-shan, near 
Liukuei, S. Taiwan, 20-V—1984, Y. Komtya leg.; 19, Kaochung-chi, Taoyuan, S. 
Taiwan, 22-V—1984, Y. Komtya leg. 

Type depositories. The holotype and a paratype are deposited in the collection 
of the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. The remaining paratypes are pre- 
served in the collection of Mr. HATAYAMA’s and TAKAKUWA’s private collections. 

Distribution. Taiwan. 

Etymology. The subspecific name is given to the memory of the late Prof. Dr. 
Michio CHUJO. 


Variimorda miyarabi michioi subsp. nov. 
(Figs. 3, 17-23) 


Easily distinguished from both of the nominotypical subspecies and the former 
subspecies by the following respects: yellowish pubescence of dorsum apparently 
paler; elytral maculations golden white, and distinctly reduced, the basal V-shaped 
mark barely connected with humeral ones in male or separated from those in female, 
and the apical fascia apparently separated by sutural area and each piece divided into 
two more; legs apparently darkened, more or less brownish for most parts. 

Type series. Holotype: 6, Mandabaru, Yonaguni-jima Is., S. Ryukyus, 29-IV— 
2004, T. Tsuru leg. Paratype: 1 2, same data as the holotype. 

Type depository. The holotype and a paratype are deposited in the collection of 
the National Science Museum (Nat. Hist.), Tokyo. 

Distribution. Yonaguni-jima Is., westernmost Yaeyama Isls., S. Ryukyus, Japan. 

Etymology. This new subspecies is named after the given name of the late Prof. 
Dr. Michio CHUJO. 


Key to the Species and Subspecies of the Lineage of Variimorda miyarabi 


1. Body stouter though slenderer in antennae; pronotum clothed with golden pubes- 
cence almost all over; apical fascia of elytra evidently enlarged, approaching to 
elytral apex; left paramere of male genitalia apparently longer than the right; 
(Ishigaki-jima Is. and Iriomote-jima Is. of Yaeyama Isls., S. Ryukyus)........-- 

. che CLAM Ee ee ka E PRD O eH ets OeeE Eee V. kurosawai TAKAKUWA. 

— Body slenderer though broader in antennae; pronotum clothed with darkened pu- 
bescence except for margin; apical fascia of elytra not enlarged, evidently distant 
from elytral apex; left paramere of male genitalia a little longer than the right . 


SA SS Sw OSD BES Se SW OAR WOES OREAR BEDE CEASE GOODE ee eee = Eee OES 


2. Dorsum decorated with golden white pubescence; elytral whitish maculations dis 
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Figs. 4-9. Variimorda miyarabi miyarabi, 3, holotype. 4, Right antenna; 5, pygidium, lateral view; 
6, same, dorsal view; 7, apical part of 8th abdominal sternite; 8, left paramere; 9, right paramere. 
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Figs. 10-16. Variimorda miyarabi chujoi subsp. nov. 10, Right antenna, d; 11, same, 2; 12, pygid- 
ium, 6, lateral view; 13, same, dorsal view; 14, apical part of 8th abdominal sternite; 15, left para- 
mere; 16, right paramere. 
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17, Right antenna, 2; 18, same, 8; 19, pygid- 





Figs. 17-23. Variimorda miyarabi michioi subsp. nov. 
ium, d, lateral view; 20, same, dorsal view; 21, apical part of 8th abdominal sternite; 22, left para- 


mere; 23, right paramere. 
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tinctly reduced, the basal V-shaped mark barely connected (in male) or not (in fe- 
male) with humeral ones, the apical fascia divided into four pieces; legs brownish 
for most parts; (Yonaguni-jima Is. of Yaeyama Isls., S. Ryukyus).............. 
$4Giecuneh ae ceadiees EE TEE E TET V miyarabi michioi subsp. nov. 
— Dorsum decorated with golden yellow pubescence; elytral yellow maculations de- 
veloped, the basal V-shaped mark firmly connected with humeral ones, the apical 
fascia not divided; legs yellowish all over ............. 000. cece eeeeeee Jy 
3. Antenna narrower especially in apical 3—4 segments; large blackish maculation of 
pronotum clear; apical yellowish mark of elytron deeply emarginate in front and 
behind; membranous piece of right paramere simple in shape, right margin almost 
straight; (Taiwan) ...... uaa dvaotnveumesverees V. miyarabi chujoi subsp. nov. 
— Antenna broader; large blackish maculation of pronotum obscure; apical yellowish 
mark of elytron almost not emarginate in front and behind; membranous piece of 
right paramere weakly triangularly protruded at right margin; (Amami-Oshima Is. 
of Amami Isls., C. Ryuhyis).. cis ccvsecscanass V. miyarabi miyarabi NOMURA. 


gz i) 


E 82: ARER: EAA YA ENT) ORE Wy Sa. SME BDOD 2 
HE. —— ky EnH 3 Variimorda miyarabi Nomura ORKI, HIEKBO LX F 
FESH? 3, NMR ONT Y FEF 2 3 V kurosawai Takakuwa, BË O V. sp. 
(TAKAKUWA, 2001) 2°41 Ò 1 T Sat, PEGDA, HAS WELE CRO AR RAIRE IR 
LECCE TRIC SC DLC HRELE LIA, COMMBEE REY AUENFT) TENF EVAL 
NFS OMB DHL, FRE BEL ABO LV sp. \SHMIC GDANSK LVF RIC BOK. 
ZZ, EXFYAFENFS 3il, TNENO EH CHM? he CM SMICHICTF SEY, 
BiB *& V miyarabi chujoi, SPREE & V miyarabi michioi & LTZ NEZNIE ZK. 
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